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shelter for wayfarers (Nar. 137:4-8). The female kite, called out pitifully for its mate, perched upon the branch of the tooth-brush tree with a spreading top (Aink.S2i:i-3).
OymaE   nalliyak&otaa - Kuruntia   monnan (A petty chieftain)
He was a great patron. He was also called Gym an. Nattu nalliyakkotan. Itaikali nattu nallur nattattanar has writen Cirupanarruppalai, with this patron as the hero. From this poem, we learn that he lived after Pekan and the rest of the seven great patrons; that in his day, there was none to equal him in munificence and that towns like Kitankil (A place adjacent to Tintivanam of the present day), Eyirpattinam, Mavilankai, Velur (Uppu Velur of the present day) flourished in his country. Dr. U.Ve.Ca. would say that he belonged to the Oviyar clan, a sub-group of the Nakar class. Purattinai nannakanftr, in the only poem written by him on this patron, has panegyrized him thus: "He wears as a garland the words of praise of people in want; he is the chief of prosperous Mavilankai; he has a generous nature which gives to poets whatever they want whenever they were in need*'.
Oyman nalliyatan - Kurunilamann^n (A petty chieftain)
The name of this chieftain who ruled Oymanatu from Mavilankai after Oyman Nalliyakkotan appears also as Oyman Villiyatan, a variant of Nalliyatan (Puram. 376:u.Ve.Ca.Ed). Nannakanar has beautifully described his easy accessibility and generosity towards suppliants, making a drummer - bard speak about his greatness; 'The patron changed the tattered rags worn by the poor bard who was standing beside the granary in his mansion, and feeding him much toddy and meat gave him also great wealth". The munificent patron's great heart is well-revealed in the same poem, wherein is highlighted his generosity in giving so much wealth to suppliants who came to him that they needed not to go to others
thereafter for gifts.
Oyman Viliiyatan - Kurunila mannay (A petty chieftain)
He was chief of the town called Ilahkai f Purara. 379). It is inferred that this Tlankai is the Mavilankai ruled by Nalliyakkotan asd that Villiyatan belonged to the line of Oyman Nalliyakkotan. Purattinai nannakanar, has sung his praise-in two poems of Purananaru (376,379). He has, through the words of the drummer-bard said that he received him kindly and gave him garments and food and that he did not need thereafter to go and stand at the doors of other patrons (p,376). The drummer-bard who received plenty of gifts from Oyman Villiyatan sang about his greatness in Puram 379.
Orampokiylr-/W<2var (A Poet) The name occurs as Gram Potiyar and Orer Pokiyar in some manuscripts. He has written in all 110 poems, 100 of them in Marutam genre in Ainkurunuru, 2 in Akananuru, 5 in Kuruntokai, 2 in Narrinai and 1 in Purananuru\ 107 of them highlight the prosperity and fertility of the Marutam tract; this poet was much respected by the Three Kings of Tamilnatu, and other munificent patrons. Among these panegyrized by him, were Ceraman Atan Eiini, Colan Katurnati killi, Pantiyan, Matti, and Virflan. Towns like Amur, Iruppai, Kaiar and Tetmr and rivers like Vaikai and Kaviri and descriptions of the festival in honour of Indra, and women taking ritual bath in the month of Tai. find a place in his poems.
Oranvalci-Orav/flfl/ pvrum valatiinal ana eliya valvu (The simple frugal life led with the income from a single cow)
The maid castigating the hero for going to his hetaera said thus: "Your former frugal life with the income from a single cow, has now became prosperous enough to be celebrated with festivities, because the lovely heroine has become your wife and helpmeet; how could you go then to a hetaera leaving such a woman?'
(Kuru.295:3-6).locks of cranes without making any noise, would stand on the dune, like holy brahmins with their trident-staffs meditating on the sacred texts (Kali. 126:3-5).
